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“Spring flew swiftly by, and summer came; and if the village had been beautiful at 
first, it was now in the full glow and luxuriance of its richness.” 

~ Charles Dickens 

Spymasters Lecture Series 
 

Beginning this fall, 

Raynham Hall is pleased 

to present a thought-

provoking and 

informative author 

lecture series, 

“Spymasters: The Uses of 

Intelligence in a 

Dangerous World.”  The 

series was inspired by 

the Museum’s identity as 

the home of a central member of George 

Washington’s Culper Spy Ring, a forerunner of 

today’s C.I.A. 

       

The speakers lined up so far 

for the upcoming months 

include best-selling novelist 

Nelson DeMiIle, Fox News 

commentator and author Brian 

Kilmeade, and award-winning 

journalist, author and 

historian Evan Thomas.  Each 

author will address issues of 

intelligence and national 

security from his own distinct perspective. The 

series will examine espionage 

as a tool in warfare and 

peacetime, from the 18th 

century to the present. 

  

Long Island native and 

Garden City resident Nelson 

DeMille is the author of 29 

books, including The Gold 

Coast (1990), The General’s 

Daughter (1992), and Word of  

(Continued on page 5) 

Nelson DeMille 

Evan Thomas 

Brian Kilmeade 

A Garden Party to Remember  
 

The Friends of Raynham Hall are extremely 

grateful to Dr. and Mrs. Sherrell J. Aston, who  

graciously opened their home and gardens for the 

benefit of Raynham Hall on the evening of June 

29.  Over a hundred happy people traipsed over 

the perfect lawns, enjoying cocktails and hors 

d’oeuvres at “Land’s End,” the Astons’ 

unbelievable Lattingtown country home, which 

was remodeled by the architectural firm of Walter 

and Gillette in 1926.   

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

The magnificent thirty-acre property includes 

exquisite historic gardens designed by the firm of 

Frederick Law Olmstead overlooking Long Island 

Sound.  The property’s pool house was designed 

three decades ago by RHM Board President John 

Collins.  Guests were invited to stroll the 

gardens, enjoying one of the most extraordinary 

views on the North Shore.  Michael Goudket, 

Kirk Larsen, William Jonas, and Frank Olt 

generously offered their artwork in a silent 

auction to benefit the museum.  The catering was 

provided by GreenPear Catering of Locust Valley.  

 

Raynham Hall is deeply appreciative to the 

Astons for opening their home. (Photos, p. 3) 

 

The view  of the Sound at Land’s End. 
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The mission of RHM is to enable visitors to 
the nearly three-hundred-year-old Townsend 
family home in Oyster Bay to experience 
what it meant to be prominent merchants and 
heroic patriots and to become engaged in the 
worlds of espionage, domestic life and the 
decorative arts. 

The Victorian Artists’ Club 
 

Raynham Hall is pleased to announce 

the formation of a study/support art 

club devoted to historic methods of 

painting and drawing. The idea is that 

anyone who wants to make art CAN do 

it if they are patient and willing to 

follow the methods of the past. 

  

The instructor will be Michael Goudket 

(B.F.A., M.A.), an art teacher and 

artist for many years. He is considered 

an accomplished watercolorist 

specializing in historic techniques. He 

has done book illustration, scientific 

and botanical drawings for publication 

and has exhibited his work in one-man 

and group shows. Mike is also the 

artist-in-residence at Old Bethpage 

Restoration Village. 

 

Membership in the Club includes 

participation in five classes throughout 

the year (see at right) exploring 

historic art techniques. The group will  

have additional workshops, with field 

trips to local areas such as Sagamore 

Hill, the waterfront in Oyster Bay, Old 

Bethpage Restoration Village, or the 

Quaker Meeting house in Syosset. 

Participants will decide on the 

destinations. Members of the Victorian 

Artists’ Club will also receive 

individual membership to the museum, 

receiving a calendar of upcoming 

events, a discount on programs and gift 

shop purchases, and invitations to 

public programs and “members only” 

events, as well as unlimited free 

admission to the museum.  

 

Classes are listed at right.  All classes 

meet at 9:30 a.m. at the museum and 

will end at approximately 12:00 p.m. 

Membership cost is $225 for all five 

classes, or $45 for any single class. For 

more information, please call or email 

Alex Sutherland, Director of 

Education, at asutherland@ 

raynhamhallmuseum.org 

August 10, 2013 

OUTDOOR SKETCHING 

October 5, 2013 

THE DECORATED PAGE 

December 7, 2013 

STORIES IN STILL LIFE 

February 22, 2014 

PEN AND INK 

April 19, 2014 

HOW TO TURN A  

SNAPSHOT INTO A 

PAINTING 
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A Garden Party to Remember (continued from page one….) 

Clockwise from top left corner: View from the rear patio with party favors from 

GreenPear catering; members of the Aston family; RHM Board members 

Marianna Kirikian and Rebecca Finelli flanking Emily Perrell; Mary and Russell 

Selover; Lucie and Hank Bard; Valerie and Brad Aston; Alex and Howard 

Sutherland; RHM Director Harriet Gerard Clark and Board President John 

Collins; (center left) Suzi and Dustin Chase; (center right) Janice and Hawley 

Vander Poel. Photos courtesy of Jill Johnson Photography. (More photos, p. 4) 
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Clockwise from top left corner:  RHM Advisory Board member Franklin Perrell and his wife, Emily; Patricia P. 

Sands, Joan Shepard, and Edward Mohlenhoff;  Sherrell and Muffie Potter Aston with Liz and Jim Watson; 

RHM Board member Liz Brown with her husband Larry, and Fran and Richard Walker; RHM Board member 

Bruce Knecht and Henry Clark; RHM Board member Rita Roselle; Frank Olt, Tess Mullarkey, Susan Slater, and 

Joyce Bullen Gay; Jeffrey Bilhuber and Maria Santoro; (center) Wendie and Matt Aston with their two children. 

A perfect afternoon! Photographs courtesy of Jill Johnson Photography. 
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A Victorian hallway filled with classical music meets a garden filled with musical… 

vegetables?  That was the scene on Saturday, July 13th as Raynham Hall hosted two 

concerts concurrently—one in the Victorian hallway and a less traditional concert under a tent in the 

garden of the museum. 

   

Raynham Hall welcomed thirty gifted music students aged 8 to 20 to perform Valentine-inspired 

music as part of the week-long, annual Oyster Bay Music Festival.  As an added treat the staff of 

RHM served lemonade and ice cream to help beat the heat.  There were over 200 attendees to both 

concerts, making this the largest festival event of the week.   

 

The Long Island Vegetable Orchestra’s director, Dale Stuckenbruck, brought a number of vegetables 

to teach the Festival performers how to create musical instruments with the help of some power 

tools.  Children and curious adults looked on as carrots became flutes, celery became a violin, and 

gourds became cellos.  Raynham Hall looks forward to next year’s collaboration with the evolving and 

delicious festival! 

Author Lectures (Continued from page 1) 
 

Honor, the last two of which have been made into major motion pictures. He is soon to republish The 

Quest, a thriller set in exotic locales about the search for the Holy Grail.  A graduate of Hofstra 

University in Political Science and History, he is a retired First Lieutenant in the Army, and has 

received the Air Medal, the Bronze Star, and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry.  He holds three 

honorary doctorates from Hofstra University, Long Island University and Dowling College. Mr. 

DeMille has tantalized readers with his action-packed plots for decades. 
 

A native and resident of Massapequa, Brian Kilmeade is a co-host of Fox News Channel’s live daily 

morning news program Fox and Friends, and hosts Kilmeade and Friends on Fox News Radio. He is a 

graduate of Long Island University, and is the author of three books, including the just-published 

George Washington’s Secret Six (2013). One of “the six” was Robert Townsend, son of Raynham Hall.  
 

Cold Spring Harbor native Evan Thomas is the author of eight books and numerous articles. A 

graduate of Harvard University and the University of Virginia law school, he is also an alumnus of 

East Woods School in Oyster Bay. His most recent book, Ike’s Bluff: President Eisenhower’s Secret 

Battle to Save the World (2012), is an examination of power and leadership in the post-World War II 

era. Mr. Thomas is also the author of The Very Best Men: The Early Years of the C.I.A.(1996).   

Previously, Mr. Thomas was Editor-at-Large at Newsweek and writer and editor for Time magazine. 

He is a regular panelist on the T.V. show Inside Washington, and has won numerous journalism 

awards, including the Magazine Award in 1998 for his Newsweek coverage of the Monica Lewinsky 

scandal. Mr. Thomas is currently the Ferris Professor of Journalism at Princeton University. 
 

Invitations to the series will be mailed in September. The location and dates of the lectures will be 

announced at that time and seating will be limited.  For more information, please call Alex Sutherland 

at 516-922-6808. 

Oyster Bay Music Festival Finds a New 

Beet at Raynham Hall Museum  
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Vernon School Holds Yummy Bake Sale to 

Benefit Raynham Hall’s New Education Center! 
     

     A few weeks ago, the staff of the Museum was surprised by Vernon School’s 4th grade teachers, 

who dropped in to give a wonderful donation to the new Education Center. The 4th grade students of 

Vernon School had raised over $500 with a year-end benefit bake sale as a thank-you to the Museum! 

For the past few years, Vernon students had not been able to visit the museum due to school budget 

cut-backs. This year, thanks to the generosity of its supporters, Raynham Hall was able to invite 

several schools, including Vernon, to visit the Museum for free. The bake sale was held during lunch 

period in the final week of school. Education Director Alex Sutherland and Interpreter Mike Goudket 

visited the school in period costumes to thank the students for their kindness. Alex commented, “We 

are touched and honored by Vernon’s students and teachers. Our new Education Center will be a 

tremendous asset to the students’ learning experience. I hope this becomes an annual tradition!” 

     With rake and trowel in hand, RHM Board 

members, staff and volunteers attended a different 

kind of garden party this past spring….It was time 

for the annual garden cleanup, including the 

removal of the protective hay-bed covering the 

herbs, raking, weed-pulling and preparing the beds 

for planting.  The delicious results of their hard 

work and preparation are now evident in our 

thriving herb and berry garden. Admittedly, the 

berries have mostly been eaten by our winged 

friends, but the herbs are full and fragrant thanks 

to the careful tending by the RHM staff. If you find 

yourself in need of some rosemary, basil or lemon 

balm look no further than our own Victorian 

garden. Talk about benefits of membership! 

Victorian Herb Garden?  We Dig It! 

(Left to right) Richard Weir, Howard Sutherland, Rebecca Finelli,  

Alex Sutherland, John Collins, Patricia Sands, and Kay Hutchins Sato 
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We look forward to presenting this extraordinary piece when it is returned to us at the end of the    

summer. 

 

  

     When George Washington died, a nation came together to 

mourn.  Forty-three presidents later, he remains respected for his 

courage and leadership at the infancy of our nation. In 1799, 

Washington was truly regarded as a father-figure and his death 

was memorialized in many artistic forms.  Raynham Hall has had 

the great fortune to possess such an article.  Tucked away in the 

air conditioned office of the Collections Manager, the hand-

kerchief was located and brought out into the light.  There is no 

telling when it had been framed, but sadly one of the past owners 

had glued the handkerchief to a piece of cardboard to keep the 

fabric taut.  Also, the frame had created a micro atmosphere 

between the glass and the fabric resulting in spots of mold due to 

drastic changes in temperature and humidity over time.  After 

doing some research, it became clear that this was an item worth 

taking to our friends at one of  the most respected labs in the country: St. John the Divine Textile 

Conservation Lab in New York City.   

     Marlene Eidelheit, the lab’s Executive Director, gave the piece a thorough evaluation and sent us 

her conservation proposal which we think you will find fascinating.  First, a little history on the 

handkerchief.  This was produced on a small scale around1800 (just after Washington’s death in 1799), 

depicting Washington on his deathbed, head wrapped in a cloth.  According to her research, this 

famous American textile was designed after an engraving by Amos Doolittle of New Haven, 

Connecticut. It is printed in dark brown on off-white cloth. This exceedingly rare, original historic 

textile measures 21” x 19”. It is listed as No. 21 in Threads of History: Americana Recorded on Cloth 

1775 to the Present, published by the Smithsonian Institution.  Her description begins: “[The 

handkerchief] has a center medallion depicting Washington on his death bed surrounded by his 

physicians, Dr. Craik and Dr. Dick...and Martha Washington sits at the foot of his bed.  Each of the six 

plaques/cartouches surrounding the center field contain praises of Washington.  Faded components of 

the ink are noticeable where the strength of the printing was not very heavy. There are small ¼” 

diameter holes scattered throughout the textile.”  Additional tears contributed to the overall weakness 

of the piece as can be seen by the detailed photographs below.  

 

Eigelheit’s colleague, Bari Falese, Conservator, prepared a list of the conservation methods: 1. Carefully remove 

the handkerchief from the current corrugated cardboard support; 2. Surface clean with a hepa filtered vacuum 

suction cleaner; 3. Test for colorfastness and pH by testing with de-ionized water before cleaning; 4. Immerse 

the piece in a gently flowing rinse of de-ionized water until the water runs clear; 5. Air dry the textile while 

on a screen; 6. Place on a drying board and lightly humidify using cold, atomized vapor to permit realigning 

the splits and losses; 7. and 8. Prep and center on the prepared mount board and sew only along the edges to 

stabilize the piece for the pressure mount..   

Historic Textile Receives Presidential Treatment 

Detail of breakdown of the cotton in the inked area. Weaving structure is breaking down from the ink….especially the loss of Washington’s face. 
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Mark Your Calendars . . . 

                Victorian Artists’ Club  at Raynham Hall Museum, 9:30 a.m. 
                  OUTDOOR SKETCHING 

Sunday, August 10, 2013 

               “Spymasters: The Uses of Intelligence in a Dangerous World” 
                  lecture series begins with Nelson DeMille 

Coming in October 

                   
                 Oyster Bay Arts Weekend Girls and Dolls Tea Sunday, September 22, 2013 

                Victorian Artists’ Club  at Raynham Hall Museum, 9:30 a.m. 
                  THE DECORATED PAGE 

Saturday, October 5, 2013 

                                       

                                Halloween Costume Ball  
Friday, October 25, 2013  

                                   
                                   Halloween Hullabaloo for kids!!! 

Sunday, October 27, 2013 

Non-profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
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