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Editorial changes

The original code book would have been hand written by Col.
Tallmadge in 18™ century script with a quill pen. This book is
typeset to make it easier to read.. Tallmadge based his code on
John Entick’s “The New Spelling Dictionary” of 1765. Some
of the spellings have been modernized. Words not in
alphabetical order were placed that way in the original. Col.
Tallmadge has the letter “V” precede the letter the letter U in
the original.

Here are some words which are in the code that have now
become little used. The definitions are simple ones and are fine
for code writers.

dragoon - a cavalry soldier

glacis - a gently sloping part of land, like a river bank OR a
buffer zone between two enemy countries

levy - to collect, like a tax

redoubt - a refuge

vaunt - boasting, bragging speech

Suggestions for using the code

The code works best when both the sender and receiver have a
copy of this book. Practice writing in the presence of each other
and be sure that both of you understand how to work the code.
It is especially fun to use the code for email communications.

A single parenthesis denotes a (word) a double parenthesis
denotes a ((number)).
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column............ 90
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county............. 100
caution............ 101
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cannon............ 106

character......... 107
circumstance..108
clothier........... 109
company......... 110
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Directions for the Alphabet

The alphabet should only be used when you must use a word
not in the numerical dictionary. One letter substitutes for the
other. For example, the word “heart” would be spelled “biely”.
Look up the letters of the real word first, then use the letters in
the right column when writing the word instead. Draw a line
under the word to indicate that this is a coded word. To make a
number, use the letter in the right column opposite the number
and draw a double line below what you have written.

Directions for the Numerical Dictionary

You need only write part of the sentence with numbers. If the
word you need is not in the dictionary, then use the substitution
alphabet. When writing a word using number substitution,
always put a period after the end of the numbers. This shows
how many numbers there are to the word. So, 1. 9. means “I
above” and 19. means “affront”. To make a word into a plural,
draw a small flourish above it. So, 328. means

“horse”and 328. means “horses”. Kill is 344. And killed is 344.
Determine the exact meaning of the word from how it is used
in the sentence.

About this Book

This book was made using George Washington’s copy which
was handwritten by Benjamin Tallmadge in 1778. Some of the
paper is missing, which is why there are three words
represented only by question marks. The original book is in
the Library of Congress.



Alphabet Numbers

farm................ 184 G hay................. 241

a-e 1-e face.......ccco...... 185 he....coenennn. 242
b-f 2-f fate................. 186 get..un........ 216  his.................. 243
c-g 3-g false.....cconmnenne 187  great.............. 217 him......... 244
d-h 4-i friend.............. 188  good............... 218  haste.............. 245
e-i 5-k fEW..ooverreernnns 189  gun............. 219  hand............... 246
f-] 6-m find................. 190 €O, 220  hang.............. 247
g-a 7-n fom................ 191 gain................ 221  hour............... 248
h-b 8-0 fort........ccun.... 192  guide.............. 222  have............... 249
i-c 9-q fleet................ 193  gold............... 223  head............... 250
j-d 0-u famine............ 194  glory............. 224  high.............. 251
k-o father.............. 195  gunner........... 225  hill................ 252
1-m foggy....cun.... 196  gloomy.......... 226  hope............... 253
m-n folly...........c... 197 govemn........... 227  hut................ 254
n-p frugal.............. 198  grenadier....... 228  horse.............. 255
0-q faithful............ 199  guilty............. 229  house............. 256
p-r favor............... 200 guinea............ 230 happy............. 257
q-k faulty.............. 201  gallant........... 231  hardy............. 258
r-1 foreign............ 202  gazette.......... 232 harvest........... 259
s-u forget.............. 203  grateful......... 233  homid............. 260
t-v fulfill.............. 204 glacis............ 234  horseman....... 261
u-w factor.............. 205  general.......... 235 human ........... 262
v-X faculty............ 206  garrison......... 236  havoc............. 263
w-y favorite........... 207  gentleman...... 237  healthy........... 264
X-z forget.............. 209 glorious......... 238  heavy............. 265
y-s foreigner......... 210  gradual.......... 239  honest............ 266
z-t fortitude.......... 211  grenadier....... 240  hunger........... 267
fortify............. 212 honor............. 268

formidable......213 harmony........ 269

foundation......214 hazardous...... 270
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intrust............ 300
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invite............. 303
ignorant.......... 304

impudent....... 305
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infamous....... 307
influence....... 308
infantry.......... 309
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injury............. 311
innocent......... 312
instrument..... 313

intimate......... 314
illegal............ 315
imagine......... 316
important....... 317
imprison........ 318
improper........ 319
incumber....... 320
inhuman........ 321
inquiry........... 322
interview....... 323
incorrect........ 324
intercede....... 325
interfere........ 326
intermix....... 327
introduce...... 328
intermediate.. 329
impatient........ 330
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Proper Names

General
Washington...711
Clinton.......... 712

Gen. Garth.....718
Lord North....719
Gemain........ 720
John Bolton...721

Sam. Culper..722

Culper Jr........ 723
Austin Roe....724
C. Brewster...725
Rivington......726

Places

New York.....727
Long Island...728
Setauket........ 729
Kingsbridge...730
Bergen.......... 731
Staten Island 734
Boston........... 733
Rhode Island 734
Connecticut 735
New Jersey....736
Pennsylvania 737
Maryland....... 738

North Carolina
........... 740
South Carolina
............ 742
Quebec.......... 743
Halifax.......... 744
England......... 745
London.......... 746
Portsmouth.... 747
Plymouth....... 748
Ireland........... 749
Cork.............. 750
Scotland........ 751
West Indies... 752
East Indies..... 753
Gibraltar........ 754
France............ 755
Spain............. 756
Scotland........ 757
Portugal......... 758
Denmark........ 759
Russia........... 760
Gemmany....... 761
Hanover......... 762

Headquarters. 763



though........... 632 U welfare......... 697

time............... 633 willing........... 698 .
ORI 634 UP.rorrrerrne 666  winter ... 699 learn............. 354 MINC....onee 383 N
troops............ 635  upper............. 667  water.............. 700 lady................ 355  many...... 384
thankful......... 636  UPOM....oo........ 668  woman......... 701 letter.............. 356 mercy............ 385 name.............. 411
therefore........ 637  unto................ 669  writer............. 702 levy.cmrsssssnnns 357  moment........ 386 DEW...oooon 412
timber............ 638 unarm.......... 670 wagon........... 703 lfav1es-new ..... 358 murder........... 387  no..coeeennenee. 413
TOMY.reoreremenn 629  unfit............. 671 Weary........... 704 liar................. 359 measure......... 388 n9t ................. 414
transport........ 640  unheard.......... 672  warrant.......... 705 ' lucky............. 360 method......... 389 night.............. 415
trial oo 641 unsafe....... 673 language........ 361 mischief......... 390 never.............. 416
QIO ... 642  uniform......... 674 limit............... 362 mistake.......... 391 needful.......... 417
transgress...... 643  uncertain......67S liquid............. 363 molest........... 392  number.......... 418
translate......... 644 uncommon...676 Y longitude.......364 majesty.......... 393 neither........... 419
terrible........... 645  unfriendly......677 latitude.......... 365 meditate.......... 394  nothing.......... 420
tyranny.......... 646  unfortunate...678 TS S 706 lau.dable ......... 366 memory......... 395 neglect ........... 421
YOUe oo 707 legible............ 367 messenger...... 396  nation............ 422
Vv YOUT.eorerrr... 708 liberty............ 368 misery............ 397 navy.............. 423
W yesterday....... 709 lottery............ 369 moveable....... 398 natural........... 424
VAo 647 literature........ 370 multitude....... 399 negative......... 425
VaURt....ooceo 648 Wind............. 679 z miscarry....... 400 negligence..... 426
VOUCh....vrrven 649 WAl 680 M misforture..... 401 - November...... 427
vacant....... 650 WaS...ooreriin 681  zeal......... 710 miserable....... 402 necessary....... 428
s A 651  Weoooooooono 682 Mman..........c..... 371 mercenary..... 403  nobility.......... 429
OVerture......... 652 Will..ooe.o..... 683 L 372 majority......... 404
vitaloooooo 653  witheooooooo. 684 may................ 373 minority........ 405 o
vulgar............ 654  WheD...o.o....... 685 march............ 374 memorial....... 406
value....o.... 655 wharf........... 686 mast............... 375 mysterious..... 407  oath................ 430
virtue............. 656 wound.......... 687 make.............. 376  manufacture.. 408 of................. 431
VISt 657 wood.......... 688 * met................ 377 moderator...... 409 off.................. 432
valiant........... 658 want............ 689 Me........ccrueen. 378 ministerial..... 410 on................... 433
VICtOTYeennn..... 659  wait.......... 690 ' my......cceee.. 379 0] SRR 434
vigilant.......... 660  write.............. 691 much.............. 380 out......ccccenee. 435
vigorous........ 661  Who...o.o......... 692 MOVE............. 381 offer............... 436
violent......... 662 Wish.....c.o.. 693 MOSL..orsvveo- 382 Office.......... 437
volunteer....... 663  whose........... 694
valuable.......... 664  wages........... 695

voluntary........ 665  warlike......... 696



onset.....ccocuue 438  pay.....c...... 469 prevail............ 501 . remi.t """"""" 565 servant........... 599
onset.............. 439 peace............. 470  preserve......... 502 quick............. 532 reprieve......... 566 signal............ 600
OVET...o oo . 440 plan....... 471  pretend.......... 503 questl.on ......... 533 repulse........... 567 silent.............. 601
obstruct.......... 441  put............... 472  promote......... 504 quantity......... 534 reward.......... 568 suffer........... 602
offence.......... 445  port................ 473  propose.......... 505 quality........... 535 retr.act """""" 569 sudd?n """""" 603
omit.............. 446  proof.............. 474  protect........... 506 TESIEM. ocvvvvevees 570 surprise.......... 604
Oppose.......... 447 please............ 475  prevail........... 507 : R ratify.............. 571 summer.......... 605
obligate......... 448  part................ 746  pursue ........... 508 recompense... 572 speaker.......... 606
obstinate........ 449  paper..... 477  passenger...... 509 ra{1k ............... 536 regular........... 573 stead).' ............ 607
obviate........... 450 pardon ........... 478 pa551 ON........ 501 ram................ 537 rfagulate ......... 574 submit............ 608
OCCUPY werrre. 451  party...... 479  pension.......... 511 TUM..cocreeennenne 538 TgOrous......... 575 SUIPaSS........... 609
operate........... 452 perfect........... 480  period........... 512 rule................ 539 recital............ 576 sanc'tlon ......... 610
origin........... 453 pilota........... 481  persecute....... s13 r'ead ............... 540  recover.......... 577 Sf:n51ble .......... 611
omament....... 454  prudent.......... 482  poverty......... S14 TIS€..oveevueeenene 541 remfamber ...... 578 smgplar .......... 612
overcome....... 455  publish........... 483  power............ 515 random.......... 542 remittance.... 579  soldier............ 613
overlook........ 456  purchase....... 484  prosperous..... 516 ransom........... 543 represent........ 580 sovereign...... 614
overtake......... 457  purpose......... 485  punishment.... 517 rather............. 544 rebelh'on. ....... 581 secur}ty .......... 615
overrun.......... 458  profile............ 486  preferment..... 518 real...oovveeeeee 545 reduction....... 582 severity......... 616
overthrow...... 459 pleasure ......... 487 production ..... 519 rot.......e......... 546 re.markable.... 583 D e 617
obedience...... 460  produce......... 488  pursuant......... 520 robber............ 547  reinforcement 584  September..... 618
objection....... 461  prison............ 489  pensioner....... 521 ready............. 548 refuge........... 585  surrender....... 619
October.......... 462  progress......... 490  Parliament..... 522 TUM. oo 549 serviceable.... 620
obscure.......... 463  promise.......... 491  persecution.... 523 ruIe:r """""""" 550 S secuqty """"" 621
occasion........ 464  proper............ 492  practicable..... 524 rapid.............. 351 ) severty......... 622
opinion......... 465  prosper......... 493 profitable....... 525 reader............ 552 sail....cccceeeeee. 586 soc1et'y ........... 623
oppression..... 466  prospect......... 494  particular....... 526 r.ebel .............. 553 SEC...corueerrernne 587  superior......... 624
opportunity.... 467  punish........... 495  petition.......... 527 FIGOT-cosvvvee 334 SCR 588
obligation...... 468 partake........... 496  profession...... 528 TIVET..ooveenceeeee 555 scheme......... 589 T
perform .......... 497 pro claim....... 529 X l'CCClpt ........... 556 ] SO 590
permit........... 498  provision....... 530 reﬁt.' ............... 557 ser‘ld ............... 591  the.................. 625
P pervert.......... 499  protection...... 531 Tegain............. 558  ship................ 592 th?lt ................ 626
prepare.......... 500 rejoice........... 559  safe......cceccee 593 this......c........ 627
relate............. 560 same.............. 594  these.............. 628
request........... 561 shy...cccoeeeuneee. 595 they.....cue..e. 629
relax.............. 562 secret............. 596 there.............. 630

redoubt.......... 563 seldom........... 597  thing.............. 631





